
 

SpareRoom reveals UK rents not affected by 

tenancy fee ban  
• The cost of renting a room in the UK remains steady, up just 1% on last year, showing 

surprisingly little change since the tenancy fee ban came into force in June 2019 

• Northern Ireland is currently ranked as the UK’s cheapest place to rent with average 

rents of £352 per calendar month 

• Guernsey is the most expensive place to live in the UK, with rents averaging at £796  
 

SpareRoom’s Q3 2019 Rental Index - a comprehensive overview of how the rental market is 

performing across the country based on nearly 300,000 room listings - reveals the cost of renting a 

room in the UK remains steady, up just 1% on last year to an average monthly rent of £600.  

 

The fact that rents remain largely unchanged indicates that the recently introduced tenancy fees ban, 

which means landlords and agents can no longer charge fees to tenants, hasn’t resulted in rental 

increases. 

 

A closer look at the UK’s towns and cities reveals Northern Ireland is the cheapest region to rent in 

the UK, with average rents of £352. However when it comes to the UK’s cheapest town it’s Galashiels 

in Scotland with rents at £303, followed by Northern Ireland’s Bangor (£318) and Craigavon (£320). At 

the other end of the scale, Guernsey continues to outrank London as the most expensive place to live 

in the UK with rents of £796, compared to London’s average of £782.  

 

Looking at London specifically, rents are up 4%, which matches the previous quarter. The highest 

rental increases are in West Central London, up 5%, closely followed by East Central, North West, 

South West and West, which have all increased by 4%. North Finchley (10%), Camberwell (7%) and 

Lee (7%) are in the top 10 postcode districts where rents have risen the most over the last year.  

 

For Londoners on a tighter budget, East, North and South East London have seen the slowest rental 

increases, up just 2%, while Abbey Wood remains the cheapest area to live with average rents of 

£533.  

 

Matt Hutchinson, Communications Director for SpareRoom says: “Despite repeated warnings 

that the tenancy fees ban would drive rents up, so far that’s not been the case. Even with July, August 

and September being the busiest months for new tenancies we haven’t seen a significant bump in 

rents. It’s still early days but, for now, tenants will be breathing a sigh of relief.” 

 

Please see full reports for both UK & London here.  

 

- ENDS - 

 

About the Rental Index 

SpareRoom’s Quarterly Rental Index compares data from Q3 2019 with Q3 2018, unless otherwise 

stated. It incorporates data – includes average rents and supply – from almost 300,000 rental listings 

with advertised rents for rooms in shared accommodation. 

 

About SpareRoom  

SpareRoom is the UK’s leading flat and house share site with over 9 million registered users. 

Founded in the UK in 2004, the company expanded into the US market in 2011 and has currently 

helped over a million people find a room or roommate in the US. 

https://www.spareroom.co.uk/media/rental-index


 

Every month SpareRoom runs a competition called “Live Rent Free” which pays for one person’s rent 

for the month as well as matching this amount and donating it to leading homeless charity - Crisis. For 

more information click here. 

https://www.spareroom.co.uk/liverentfree

