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Clearing students who choose Belfast over London could save £30,000 on rent 
  

• Students looking for cheap rents should consider Queen’s University Belfast – with average 
rents of £287, over £308 a month lower than the UK average 

• London is the least affordable city for students, with average rents of £722 per month 
• The universiKes in the top 10 with cheapest rents are Warwick and Manchester 
• Emma Weaver, 27, explains the challenges she faced when looking for a flat in London aRer 

securing a university place through clearing 
  
London, 16th August 2017 – One in eight students found their university or college place through 
clearing last year*. Without the promise of a place in halls, clearing students need to find private 
accommodaKon quickly. To help students make an informed decision SpareRoom.co.uk has revealed 
the cost of rent for the top UK universiKes** with clearing places available*** 
  
For the most affordable rents, students should avoid England altogether and head to either Queen’s 
University Belfast (ranked 33rd) or The University of Dundee (ranked 28th), where average room rents 
are £287 and £332 respecKvely. This means students in private accommodaKon would pay £10,322 
(Belfast) or £11,952 (Dundee) over the course of a three-year degree.  
  
Dundee, however, isn’t representaKve of Scotland as a whole, as Edinburgh’s average rent of £502 
makes it one of the most expensive ciKes outside London.  
  
Meanwhile, the north of England is home to some of the UK’s top universiKes and cheapest rents, 
including Durham University (ranked 12th) and University of Sheffield (ranked 13th). With rents of just 
£360 and £365 per month, students in these ciKes pay more than £200 a month less in rent than the 
naKonal average of £595. 
  
However, it’s a very different story in London. King’s College London (ranked 7th) students, for 
example, will be stung with average monthly rents of £1,198 if they rent within walking distance, in 
nearby Holborn. Over three years, they’d have to fork out a whopping £43,128, making them 
approximately £32,800 worse off than those who chose Belfast. 
  
Instead, heading north to KenKsh Town (£758) or south to Kennington (£746) would save students 
£440 to £452 per month, in exchange for a 20 minute commute. That’s between £15,840 and 
£16,272 over three years.  
  

The UK’s top universiKes, including average room rents: 
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Emma Weaver, 27, a markeKng execuKve from London, secured a place at University of Westminster 
through clearing and needed to urgently find somewhere to live in the capital.  
  
Emma commented:  
  
“Money was always a concern when I was at uni in London. You not only have to think about rent, 
socialising in London is ridiculously expensive. I worked over the summer and tried to save up as 
much money as possible to get me through the year. If I could do it over again, I’d definitely look 
elsewhere to see which ciKes were more affordable.” 
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Mak Hutchinson, Director of SpareRoom.co.uk added:  
  
“Where you choose to study doesn’t just affect the quality of degree you’ll end up with, it can also 
have a huge impact on the size of your graduate debt. By weighing up your opKons based on rents as 
well as rankings you could save yourself thousands of pounds over the course of your degree. 
  
“I got my place at the University of Leeds through clearing and had the Kme of my life. Rents were – 
and remain – relaKvely inexpensive, which meant I had more money in my pocket every month.” 
  

## ENDS ## 
  
Methodology: 
Average rents come from SpareRoom’s Q2 2017 Rental Index, which analyses data from every major 
UK town and city. 
*Data from Ucas 2016: hkps://www.ucas.com/corporate/news-and-key-documents/news/when-
you-need-plan-b-ten-reasons-use-clearing  
**University ranks taken from Times Higher EducaKon: hkps://www.KmeshighereducaKon.com/
student/best-universiKes/best-universiKes-uk  
***University clearing places taken from Ucas: hkp://search.ucas.com/  
  
Notes to Editor: 
  
For more informaKon, please contact:  
Kat Park 
Hotwire PR for SpareRoom  
spareroom@hotwirepr.com  
  
About SpareRoom  
  
SpareRoom is the UK’s leading flat and house share website with over 6 million registered users. 
Established in 2004, it’s the only flatshare site featured in the Hitwise top 10 UK property sites, 
currently at number three. SpareRoom recently launched its site and apps across the US. 
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